persons who are crumbling or who are bedblockers and the various writers instill a feeling of optimism in the mind of the reader about their subject. Several of them refer to the satisfactions to be derived from their work as geriatricians from correcting the ill effects of polypharmacy or iatrogenic diseases; from treating multiple pathology sometimes missed and which may present in unusual clinical ways; and from working in a team along with nurses, remedial therapists, social workers and health visitors towards the goal of rehabilitating the patient to allow him or her to return home to an independent life and often to a normal state of health.
As one writer says, clinical medicine in the elderly is more concerned than any other branch of medicine with caring as well as curing, with wholeperson medicine and with the mental, physical and social aspects of the problem. Another writer suggests that the inclusion of more geriatric medicine in the medical curriculum would utilize so far untapped clinical resources and divert the course of the existing clinical apprenticeship from heading for being an impersonal, computerized, multiplechoice ordeal.
Rather sadly, preventive medicine in the form of preparation for retirement from middle age on, reemployment and the need for a change in our social and cultural attitudes to retirement are only lightly touched upon here and there. In the absence of any major change of Government policy in these matters the book points the way to providing 'future doctors with the wherewithal to provide adequate care for 80 % of the hospital population and a growing section of the community by the year 2000 AD'.
JEAN CUTHBERT

Section of Occupational Medicine
Pathology of the Testis edited by R C B Pugh pp 504 illustrated £18.50 London: Blackwell Scientific 1976 To the Service pathologist this book, dealing primarily with tumours of the testis, is of great interest. It, however, covers not only the work of the Testicular Tumour Panel and Registry over the last sixteen years, but also includes chapters on the normal structure, function and development of the testis, congenital abnormalities, inflammatory conditions and other miscellaneous lesions. The style throughout is simple and clear and the book is extremely well illustrated. It provides an up-todate and readable account of what to many is a complex subject and it should find a place on all histopathologists' bookshelves. J C CROOK United Services Section
The Nothing Book pp 192 £1.75 London: Omnibus Press 1976 In common with many other readers and writers I have followed with keen interest the discussions that have waxed and waned over the years on the subject of medical writing. Complaints of obscurity have vied with complaints of oversimplification. Devotees of English English write scathingly of American English, while American English writers clearly display their disdain for English English .pomposity'.
How refreshing, therefore, to find this book. It is pellucid, crystal clear, limpidindeed positively hyaline. There cannot be a single reader anywhere who can find fault with it. No names misspelled, no footnotes misplaced, none of the irritations that come from attempts to use a bad index, even the bibliography is ideal; it lists no obscure and unreadable books whatsoever. This is a book that both soothes and stimulates. Each reader will find in its pages precisely what he wishes to find, and of how many books can that be said? Above all, the price warms the cockles of an economic heart. At £1.75 who can say it is expensive? Warmly recommended by this jaded reviewer as the book which gave me most pleasure and satisfaction in 1976. NB For those who may not have realized it, 'The Nothing Book' consists of 192 sheets of blank paper, elegantly bound, ready for the attention of 'poets, cooks, travellers, writers, diarists, students, comedians, brides, grandparents, decorators, kids. tourists, doodlers, secretaries, list-makers, forgetters, artists, sketchers, businesswomen, businessmen, leaf-pressers, gift-givers, minimalists, and all of us who've ever wanted to do a book'.
CLAIRE RAYNER
Open Section
